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st o WHAD HAPPENED IN PEACE CARAVAN '77 -

3 3 A Message From a Waller
by: Fu Mizuta

I want to tell you about something that happened to me ye
#were walking through the outskirts of this city.
‘ A woman, about 40, came out of her tiny, ramshakle house.
watched, hands clasped before her, as we wo
house. I ran over to her and handed her = leaflet.
When I did so, her face seemed to crum,
down her face like rain. "Arigato...Arigato!"
if praying...to me!
* * -
People...this Peace Caravan of ours..,.our walking, day after
Was it really,..Can we really stand u
was all in the cause of peace...?

Can we really say, in nll confidence, that what we have done
response to the feelings contained for
like her who lined the route of our Walk?

Somewhere along the way, our Peace Caravan cai
thing called the 'Unification Executive Committee!,
ing, could never seem to quite grasp wha
when they used the word "Unity".

What they scemed to mean was not true
a2 unity of form only:

"Leaflets which have not bec
be distributed". I have had leaflots which I w
away from me...I have even been shoved around bodily.,.
And whet about the case of L
when she was trying to cxplain her oppos
encrgy, was forced to give up before she
The Executive Committee has as good as b
by citizen groups in Osaka...

When Gensuilin came to join in the Walk
opposing the use of atomic energy...

Through their microphones the organizers call out to
us!", but what happens when people try to join? Just
an accident to the police, they have to
workplace...if they refused, "Sorry,
No wonder no-one joined...

ition to the peacceful

Using the Walk to raise money for atomic bomb victims, that's
But when Gensuikyo, in the name of the Executive Committec, t
all, who knows to what use it is put?

What has happened to us is that we have all become the puppet
tive Committee, and our Peacc Caravan no more than a show,
responsibility lies with us, for we have allowed it to happe
to grips with it immediately.

But cen we allow the final
Caravan will elimax in front of this memorial plaque?

People...here and now before this
a real Poace Caravan should be..,Le
mere sham, which is not just the fo
about a unity that comes straight from our hoarts,

n

Can wvie

I have explained my objections to you here, I ur
some time to reconsider the so-called "Unity" whic
name of the Exccutive Committee, talks about so much.

e &

Ee everyonc

o e —

lkers passed by in front of her

ple, and from her cyes the tears ran
And she folded her hands as

p and say, with an honest heart, that it

the past 30 years; that woman and many

me under the direction of some-
But I, while I was walk-
t this 'Executive Committee' meant

spiritual unity but a prefunctory kind,

n authorized by the Exccutive Committec may not
as trying to pnss out tnken

orri who came all the way from America?...Lorri,

had finished speaking. ..,
oycotted the joint meetings arranged

they were forbidden to use a banner

people "come and join
like when you report
give their name, their address, their
but you can't join our Peace Caravan".

There is no accounting..,

And part of the

ignomy whercby this swindle, this fradulant Pcace

memorial plaque, let us think about what
t us think about a unity which is not a
rmalistic trappings of unity, let us think

h Gensuikyo, borrowing the

sterday, as we

She stood and

day after day...

has been a fitting

use of nuclear

all very fine.
akes charge of

s of the Execu-

by not coming

remain silent?

here to spend
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TO MEMBERS OF THE TOKYO "LIBERTAIRE" GROUP

(copies to interested comrades)

Near the end of our meeting a couple wesks ago, Mr. Miura asked me to get
in touch with you when I came to Tokyo a2gain, In a moment of unthinking
mers politeness I said that I would. I would therefore like to clarify my
position, In fact when I come to Tokyo again I will not contact you because
our one meeting, brief as it was, was enough: I have no interest in your
group,e

Contrary to your suggestion that while other anarchists perhaps had many ef
the faults that I criticized, you "Japanese anarchists" wers somehow dif=
ferent, I must say that you are unfortunately quite typical, in no way
different from anarchists in other countries, You rummage among the corpses
of Proudhon, the male-chauvinist ideologue of small cooperative capitalism;
of "our Bakunin," the proto-bolshevik; of World War I supporter Kropotkin;
of the State-collaborating Spanish CN.T. (now once again trying to bureau-
cratically "organize" the struggles of the radical Spanish proletariat);
and of various old oriental imitators thereof. You want to construct a
mythical history ffig yourselves because you don't know how to make real
history now,

Vaguely aware of your own impotence » you hope that it will go away if you
Join your individual impotences together, What actually happens is that
what 1little creative energy you do possess is frittered away in the endless
discussion and pursuit of such pointless, spectacular projects as a revived
"Anarchist Federation,"

Like most anarchists, you have developed a truly ludicrous ecllective
unconseiousness as a defense against any challenge to your complacency.
Confronted with a practical critique, you "never heard" of it, or "forgot"
it, or are "too busy" for 1t, Only one of you even knew about my letter
and the Society of the Spectacle theses in CIRA's Anarchism #Le Are
Japanese anarchists' writings so boring that you don't even bother to
read each other's publications?

I cannot yet read the Japanese in Libertaire magazine, but the inceherent
ramblings in the English sections are pitiful enough, But perhaps that

is only the responsibility of the two "editors," Perhaps the rest of you
have no role in the magazine. (Or only a subordinate one?) When I thus
asked you what other projects you had, some of you spoke vaguely of "support"
for the Sanrizuka struggle but were unable to glve any concrete details of
what this "support" consisted of, or in what long-range strategical perspectk-
tive you participated in 1t, Another simply sald that he was "a worker,"
implying apparently that this excused him from doing any other activity
because he was too busy, What then is the purpose of his belonging to your
group? What in fact is the purpose of your group?

It may be that I have judged you too much on the basis of the two or three
people who talked most., It may be that one or two of you are more serious,
If so, it 1s up to you to begin from the critiques you recognize, define
your projects (however small but concrete), and act. This is Jjust what it
is impossible for you to do in "Libertaire," The collective toleration of
endless bullshit neutralized any concrete individual effort in a stew of
contradictory, consequenceless "opinions." Your group is nothing but an
obstacle to your real possibilities.

Down with the Statel Down with misty anarchism}
K YAt

Ken Knabb (Fujinomiya, 5 November 1977)
Rureau of Public Secrets, P,O0. Box 1044, Berkelsy, California 94701, 1,S.A,

A REPLY TO A SITUATIONIST

I have no reason to excuse myself,
Only say what T want to do
for our mutual understanding.

Dear Ken Knabb

Recently T have been supplied with your comments of our "Libertaire group", which
you have collected some impressions from our brief meeting. This time your accu-
sation has accompaied with ramblings in the Japanese, which T think you wanted

to circulate them among our friends, for you entitled each of them like " copies

to interested comrades! So it is a good chance to explain my position in this issue,

Firstly as you are a visitor, you took a misunderstnding of our "group". On every
Tuesday evening we meet together and talk each other what we want to say. Comrade
Miura said " when one attends at the meeting, he is a member of Libertaire during
the meeting. A-fter that he may be a reader of Le Libertaire, but his personal
saying and doing are responsible on him, however he takes over the name of
Libertaire. For Le Libertaire has no preamble, plat-form or even regulation to
impose on a man, On the other hand, our little magazine displays nothing but
ambiguities of anarchism, i.e. various opinions of the anarchists." Then you showed
your ignorance or even not try to have a grasp of our basic consensus.

Secondly T am very glad to hear your point-out that we are " in no way different
from anarchists in other countries, etc" We live in the Far Bast, merely to

peep through pamphlets, magazines, leaflets and admire the activities of our
comrades in the other parts of the world. No anarchist do refute or cast a

diatribe toward Proudhon, Rakunin, Kropotkin and Spanish C.N.T. like you except

a Marxist, an ultra- nationalist and anignorant liberalist.At our meeting we showed
our efforts to understand what a situationist is, in which way he is going by citing
an example of life style of Daniel Cohn-Bendit ? Anyway T have realized there is

a situationist who is fond of criticizing the anarchist with historical trash,
without considering himself what he can do for it.

Thirdly as a co-editor of Le Libertaire, I have always read Japanese anarchists'
writings and comment some in our little magazine. So comrade Miura handed me. your
translation in the English from W. Reich's before your comming, and once I have
read your theses in CIRA No.4. But you would not be so irritated as you had no
homage or a consent from a Japanese reader? T can't understand such nonsence,

You may be surrounded with some friends and heared their critics on tha Tokyo
Libertaire group, then wanted to inquire "Are the Japanese anarchists'writings

8o boring that you don't even bother to read each other's publications?" For I
know you can speak Japanese fairly well, though you have said you can not read
Japanese characters, Tt is far from a fact. We are so friendly not to bother
reading the other so-called anarchist, or when his writing is filled with rubishe
of knowledge not contribute to our cause, in such case I keep my silence.

My "in coherent ramblings in the English" may hurt you so much. T hope you will
tolerate it. You remember at our separation, you thanked me my simple hospitality
and T said "never mind". This time T ask for your "never Mind" and again I hope
you will not be ent-angled in trivial trouble. You know "When you are in Rome

you must do as a Roman do." Tt is at least an etiquette over the world. Surely

you have done it in the bad manner like some Japanese "anarchists",

Viva Anarchismo ! ¥ Aol -

Yoshiharu Hashimoto ( 20 Nov. 1977 )
a

P.S. You seemed to have said "an anarchist is differed fromMarx-Leninnist, yet

he is also to gather members under the banner of Anarchism. While a situationist

is to express his thought and do what he want to do, etc.” This sort of spontaneity

is a nucleous of anarchism and our free federation should be composed with such

nuclei,
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The Latest Three Affairs in Japan

During these two weeks, from the latter part of September
to early October, we were attacked with three big affairs.
They were JAL Air Liner Crash (Sep. 27), call off of the con-
vention of Japan Socialist Party (Sep. 26 — 28) and hyjack of
JAL Air Liner (Sep. 26 - )ct. 4).

It was miraculous that 43 persons out of 69 passenger and
10 crews aboard were survived.

The three leading right wing diet men of the JSP bolted
the party suddenly on Sep 27 sending Convention into chaos.
They aimed to establish a new stronghold for the movement of
genuin democratic socialism, they said, as they could find no
more room for arrangement with the left wing, the Socialist
Association, the adamant group of Marxist-Leninist. This is
the way of authoritarians who wants any time the hegemony over
whole party and there is nothing to choose among communists,
socialists and bourgeois in this conventional way of doing.

The hijackers, they were also Marxist-Leninists, the
authoritarians, but they have a differece from those of the
Socialist Party leaders. It is the fact that they are all
young and pure men who risked their life to the belief what
they thought themselves to be righteousness. This time they
were successful enough but it does neither certify their future
success nor prove their monlithic iron discipline under which
they were the slave is right. The life of a revolutionary is
precarious as if one walks on thin ice. It might sometime
happens that today's comerade may look as if a spy tomorrow,
within the authoritative organization under the Machiavellism
of authoritarian leadership. No one knows.

Anarchism has always been anti-ideological, anti-authori-
tative. Subjection to a theory as communists to Marxism or
the like, implies the slavish subjection to an authority.
Anarchism, though it is still imperfect, it has always based
upon humanity.

Augustin S. MIURA



