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ANARCOFEMINISM

The special issue of Le LIBERTAIRE has dealt with ANARO FEMINISM. In truth,
there are many Woman Lib groups in Japan which have emerged since 1960s, but
few who has claimed anarco-feminism., It is partly due to the tendency of the anar-
chist movement.

In our country, the convinced anarchist movement had been initiated by Kotoku
and his associates in 1907. They were condemned as MUSEIFU SHYUGISHA y the militant
for without-government and persecuted as a terrorist or a harmful elements to the
Establishment, But Emma Goldman had clearly understood that Kotoku was known to be
a2 Kropotokinist because of his translation of "The conquest &f the bread" Then the
so-called High treason crime of Kotoku was the most of all a frame except a fantas-
tic revenge story planned by Kanno and Miyashita, Furjfkawa and Niimi against the
persecution to the socialists in those days. Yet we can not look over one important
fact in this context is that the enlighted women had been grown up through the
HEIMINSHYA MOVEMENT ( Nov. 1903~ Oct, L905) promoted by Kotoku, Sakai and other
intellectuals., For instance Suga Kanno visited the Heiminshiya on A ugust 18 1904
as she had read an essay of rape by Sakai who satirized it a mad dog's accident,
and which had surely appealed to her, for she had an experience of rape from her step
father,.Moreover they had put off a special issue of Chyokugen Fujin Go literally
"the special issue for the woman's problem" in the organ Chyokugen (the Plain Talk)
in April 23rd 1905.

The social atmosphere related to the woman in our country had been dual stracture,
One was the sentiment of the common woman who had earned her living with her own
efforts like silk worm breeding, fish mongery and shop keeping which enabled her
to claim her will in choosing a husband., This is caused her real- economic power.

In my view a woman should have her job and her earning be her own property. But the
other was the social norm inherited from Samurai clan, It condemned the woman as

a house wife and subjected her to the property of man or the house commodity borrowed
the ideaolgy from Chinese classics, For example, it taught us that the woman should
obey to her parent in her childhood, then to her husband when she got a marriage
and to her own children when she became anold one etc. The family 1ife was also
fashioned a large family, though the maintenance of the large family could not be
realized without sufficient economic means., So that both in China and Japan the
large family was enjoyed by the: emperor, big land owners and the feudral lords,
Even the capitalists seems divided among themselves outwardly, yet you can discern
the scheme of the large family remains under the pavement of modernization of Japan
in the name of KEIBATSU (nepotism),

I am wrong 4if I had not mentioned activities of Rotoku and Osugi with their
free love, That distinctly differed to the anarchist tradition between a couple
Kotoku & Kanno and Berkman & Emma is the former was entangled deeply with the Japanese
social norm. Kanno could not overcome filial piety of Kotoku, while Emma could easily
stepped out the realm of a married life with a torch of free love. I think her case
(Emma) was based on a novel of Chernyshevsky's " What is to be done".

Anyway we are now a nucleus family, in other word, a pattern of a couple
with one or two children, The vertival system, the relation of the father to the
child seems weaken, yet as I have mentioned above, the family life in which indi-
vidudlity has been permitted only for the first born male child is persistently
continuing in parallel with the emperor system, This is the urgent problem for
A narco-Feminism in Japan,

I have been supplied the sources of this special issue with comradeship by
Fredrika, Beni, Taub Larry, A rthur Moyse and La Feuille., Here I acknowledge their
international fraternity and affection and express my gratitude to the participants
in this %ittle magazine.

July 16 1975

In Solidarity !
The co-editor Y. Hashimoto



